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Petition [t
seeks justice
for unsolved
murder case

By DEAN POLING
Times Staff Writer

VALDOSTA — It’s been nearly
four years since Beverly K.
Schappaugh, a Lowndes County
school teacher, was found shot to
death in her car. And Kimberly
Tyson, a family friend of the
Schappaughs, says she is furious
there has been no arrest in the
case.

Frustration and anger have led
Ms. Tyson to circulate a petition
throughout the region — a petition
demanding justice.

“I feel like not enough has been
done to solve her murder, and I
hope new information will come
forth with the petition,” she said
Friday. :

The petition reads: “Help Us
Fight! ..We being people who feel
that justice must be served and
that the gsullllty must ge punishlfd.
Beverly Schappaugh, a teacher
whi tanght Rundbeats of dildren n
our area, was murdered in the
woods by Pine Grove Elementary.

“The murder -has not been
soivect We demand justice!”

In its first day of circulation
Friday, Ms. Tyson said she collect-
ed about 100 names. She e-gaid
many signers were surprised b
the peﬁn%‘:n,and she was surpx*ifsia'zlr
by the signers’ initial reaction.

“... A lot of people thought this
case had already been solved,” she
said. “If nothing else the petition
may serve as a reminder that it
has not.”

The Valdosta Daily Times asked

See PETITION, Page 2-A
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- Valdosta Police Detective Lt. Earl

“Spurlock to comment on unsolved
‘murder cases in general from a
law-enforcement standpoint. In

- these responses, Spurlock is not
© commenting on the Schappaugh
- case, and with this case being in
. the county, it is not in the city
- police department’s jurisdiction.

“In an unsolved murder case, a
detective may have a good idea of
who did it,” Spurlock said. “But
you have to prove your case with
evidence or witnesses.”

He also said if a suspect is pre-
maturely charged with a murder
and it goes to court without
enough evidence for a jury to con-
vict, then that’s it. If new evidence
surfaces later or new evidence
points to someone else, it’s too late
— the case is usually considered
closed.

“You'd better have your ducks in
a row before taking it to court.”

One boon to an unsolved murder
case is that there is no statute of

limitations. An unsolved murder
case is never considered closed,
the detective said.

Even if new information surfaces
10 or more years later, law-
enforcement can still make an
arrest and take the case to trial.

However, the longer a case
remains unsolved the tougher it is
to put all of the pieces together,
Spurlock said. But law-enforce-
ment agencies never stop investi-
gating the unsolved cases.

Referring to one of the city’s
unsolved murder cases, Spurlock
said “that has really drove us up
the wall. Every time a piece of new
information comes in, it’s checked
out. But we still haven’t got enough
pieces to put it all together.

«,..Nothing frustrates an investi-
Eator more than an unsolved mur-

er.”

Anyone with information on the
Schappaugh case should call the
Lowndes County Sheriff’s
Department Detective Division at
333-5138.



